
Let’s Show What We Can Do



Welcome
Welcome to Carew Academy.
Thank you for taking the time to read our prospectus. Carew is a truly amazing school with a 
unique family ethos; we have 246 students and therefore we know every student by name.
In 2020, we were rated ‘Outstanding’ in all categories by Ofsted, who described Carew as ‘a 
school where all pupils excel. That is testament to the caring atmosphere our staff create, 
alongside a curriculum that caters to the interests of each student.
We have an ‘ABC of Success’: Attend school every day, Behave appropriately towards each other 
and Challenge ourselves in everything we do! Close partnership exists between staff, students 
and parents to ensure all our students make the maximum possible progress from their individual 
starting points - this means that together there is no limit to what our students can achieve.

James Kearns
Principal



Our Students
Carew Academy is a special academy for students aged 7-18 with a wide range of ability levels 
and additional learning needs, including complex needs.

Due to the complex nature of students’ needs, we consider referrals to the school in the light 
of the needs of the whole school population. We do this to ensure that we continue to meet the 
needs of the whole school community.

All students have an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) maintained by the London Borough 
of Sutton or another Local Authority.

The school strives to develop the full potential of everyone within its community and is able 
to provide a broad and wide ranging curriculum, adapted to meet the needs of individual 
students. We are also able to offer students other opportunities through life-skills based lessons, 
residential visits, work experience and access to therapies, including Speech and Language 
Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Music Therapy, Drama Therapy and Canine Assisted Therapy.

At Carew Academy we understand that parents/carers need to be involved in their children’s 
education.

Communication between the school and parents/carers plays a vital role in ensuring that 
students successfully achieve their potential during their time with us. We provide parents with at 
least weekly updates on progress, but encourage parents to address any issues as they arise.  All 
parents have the Principal’s direct mobile number in case they need support.

We understand that parents/carers of children with additional learning needs can often feel 
isolated and unsure of who to approach for information, advice and guidance. We regularly 
update our website (www.carewacademy.org) with useful links, newsletters, events and 
information that we hope will be of interest to the whole school community.

We seek to ensure all new students are fully prepared to join Carew Academy by providing 
bespoke transition packages. This may include tours, open days, taster days, curriculum samples 
and home visits.

Our Families - Home School Partnership

Since joining Carew almost a year ago, my son 
has become more engaged with school and wants 
to go to school every day.  He has become more 
confident in his abilities and is more positive in his 
self-belief.

- Parent



Our Aims
At Carew Academy we strive to develop the full potential of everyone within our community.
We aim to:
• Enable our students to achieve their full potential
• Create a happy school where students and adults work hard and enjoy their school life in a 

secure and caring environment
• Provide each child with access to the National Curriculum within a broad, balanced, 

differentiated and relevant curriculum
• Emphasise the development of literacy and numeracy within the curriculum
• Foster respect for the rights of individuals irrespective of their race, disability, gender, age or 

creed
• Create a school community which supports all of its members
• Develop students’ ability to become independent learners and work cooperatively, preparing 

them for adult life
• Develop students’ ability to respect themselves and others
• Raise students’ self-esteem and self-confidence

Our Ethos
Together we will build a fun, safe and caring 
school that promotes the joy of learning, 
high personal achievement, respect for 
individual differences, dignity for all and equal 
opportunities by eliminating discrimination.
We will provide a curriculum that is broad and 
balanced, engaging and interesting, focused 
on the individual needs of each student 
and able to develop academic, functional, 
vocational and creative skills.
We will nurture, encourage and listen to every 
voice in our community, including pupils, 
parents and carers, friends and staff. 
Maximising the potential of every student will 
be placed at the heart of all decision making.
All young people will be valued for their 
individual contributions, and their talents 
celebrated.
We will support all students to leave as 
confident and independent individuals, armed 
with the necessary skills to ensure that they 
can advocate effectively for themselves.
We will support students to pursue their 
ambitions, attain full social inclusion and 
achieve a high quality of life.

Our Vision
To work with students, families and the community to provide a caring and collaborative 
environment that engages, inspires and challenges. To ensure everyone is valued and respected 
to achieve personal success.

Our Values
We will:
• Have the highest standards and expectations for success
• Ensure mutual respect for every person connected with the school
• Be honest, open and continuously communicate with students, families and staff
• Always be a strong advocate for Carew Academy – be proud of our school and Trust
• Recognise, develop and reward the skills of all associated with the school

The school is making such a difference to the 
lives of our young people. I am immensely 
proud of all that you are doing.

- Cllr. Ruth Dombey, Leader of Sutton Council



Curriculum Information
The school is divided into three Curriculum Pathways:
1) Skills for Life focuses on increasing their independence throughout students’ time at Carew 
Academy, with lessons focusing on literacy, numeracy, personal care, travel training, personal 
safety and independent living.

2) Skills for Work focuses on obtaining the skills students need to be successful in securing either 
paid or voluntary work in the future, with a focus on literacy, numeracy and work skills including 
personal safety and relationships education.

3) Skills for Further Education focuses on achieving accreditation outcomes which will provide 
students access to courses in Further Education colleges when they leave Carew.  This includes 
preparing for GCSE and Functional Skills exams.

Curriculum Enrichment
Our Enrichment programme offers a broad range of additional subjects and experiences all 
aimed at improving students’ self-esteem, life skills and positive approaches to learning. There 
are three enrichment sessions each week as well as Educational Visits throughout the year.
Enrichment options include: Climbing, Signing, Football, Swimming, Sensory Story, Cycling, Art, 
Travel Training, Photography, Science, Dance, Taekwondo, Cheerleading, Music, Animation, Horse 
Riding, Hockey and Games Review
Residential Educational Visits include:  Jamie’s Farm, PGL, Centre Parcs, The Peak District, Duke 
of Edinburgh Expeditions and France, alongside numerous day visits and the opportunity to ‘sleep 
over’ at the school.
As students move up through the school they select Option Subjects to study in greater depth-
these include: Art, Biology, Chemistry, Computing, Dance, Drama, Duke of Edinburgh, Humanities, 
Music, Photography and Physical Education.
Students on the Life Skills Pathway have a subject rotation each half term (instead of options) to 
support their Resilience, Independence, Social Development and Emotional Development.  This 
includes: Animal Care, Art, Photography, Computing, Drama, Duke of Edinburgh, Music, Physical 
Education, Relationships Education, Speech and Language and Travel Training.

All students follow a programme of study broadly based on the National Curriculum, but adapted 
to suit their individual needs and to help meet the outcomes of their Education, Health and Care 
Plans.
Placement on a particular pathway is not fixed and students may change pathway as they move 
through the school based on their progress in discussion with parents/carers.
For full details of each phase of the curriculum visit www.carewacademy.org.

Enrichment activities are 
fantastic and help in so 
many ways. Swimming and 
horse riding are particular 
favourites.  My son’s life 
is so busy and varied now, 
he comes home and talks 
about his day. 

- Parent



Specialist Support
We are able to offer the following therapies:
• Speech and Language Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Music Therapy
• Drama Therapy
• Emotional Literacy
• Canine Assisted Therapy
For more in-depth information please visit www.carewacademy.org 

Admissions
Carew Academy is a special academy for students aged 7 - 18 with a wide range of ability levels 
and additional learning needs. In particular, we cater for students with Moderate Learning 
Difficulties and those with a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).
All pupils have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).  Admissions are managed directly by 
the school, please contact: Claire Price, (Principal’s PA) cprice@carewacademy.org or 020 8647 
8349 for further information. The decision to name placement of a student at Carew Academy is 
ultimately the decision of the Local Authority.

Come to an Open Morning
We hold Open Mornings throughout the year (dates are published on our website www.
carewacademy.org). We welcome you to take a look around the school with the Principal or a 
member of our Senior Leadership Team and a Student Ambassador if it is considered that we 
might be the most appropriate school for your child. 
Please contact the School Office to book a place on one of our Open Mornings.
For full details of our admissions criteria visit www.carewacademy.org

Since joining Carew, my daughter has become more confident 
in herself and in her ability to chat to others.  She is making 
new friends and has found trust in her teachers.  She will now 
try new activities and is achieving better grades, thanks to the 
teaching staff and resources available to her. 

- Parent
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