
 
 
 
 

 

 
Wednesday 21st October 2020 

Dear Parents,  
 
As ever, thank you for the support you have given this half term.  It has been a fantastic return to school for 
all our students under very difficult circumstances. 
 
This is probably the hardest letter I have ever had to write, and I appreciate it will cause a mixture of emotions 
for everyone concerned. 
 
I have taken the very, very difficult decision to leave Carew Academy in February next year, after nearly five 
years as Principal. 
 
Carew is an exceptional school, with amazing staff and fabulous students.  I feel honoured to have worked 
with so many kind, funny and thoughtful young people, who always ‘Show What They Can Do’.  It has been 
a great privilege to support the school on its journey to the Outstanding Ofsted judgement this year. 
 
As many of you know, we regularly visit Jamie’s Farm and I have taken the decision to join the team at 
Jamie’s Farm Lewes as Head of Farm next year. 
 
I will be incredibly sad to leave Carew Academy and the Orchard Hill College and Academy Trust Family, 
however, I know that as a Family, both the School and the Trust will continue to go from strength to strength. 
 
Staffing at the school is very stable and the experienced Senior Leadership Team will continue to drive the 
school forward. 
 
I will keep families updated on arrangements going forward, and John Prior, the previous Principal at Carew 
Academy and Chief Executive Officer of Orchard Hill College and Academy Trust, will write to you once a 
new Principal is appointed. 
 
It has been fantastic to work with such a supportive team of parents - your positive comments are always 
shared with staff and give colleagues a real boost, so please do keep them coming. 
 
Take care, 
 
Rob 

 
Rob Watkins 
Principal 
07799547594      
 


